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Public  Health  Department, 

Telephone  832361.  Civic  Centre,  Hebburn. 

PREFACE. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Hebburn 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting-  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  on  the  health  of  the  Urban  District  and  the  work  in 
the  Health  Department  for  the  year  1966. 

The  health  statistics  are  set  out  in  detail  in  the  body  of  the  report; 
there  are,  however,  certain  features  on  which  I would  like  to  comment. 

The  principal  vital  statistics  show  no  significant  changes  compared 
with  the  year  1965.  The  population  of  the  LIrban  District  fell  slightly 
by  40  to  25,030;  this  was  well  below  the  natural  increase,  excess  of 
births  over  deaths  was  178. 

The  birth  rate  showed  an  increase  to  25.9  compared  with  22.3  in 
1965;  the  standardised  birth  rate  (i.e.  adjusted  for  age  and  sex  distribu- 
tion of  the  population)  was  16.8  which  was  below  the  figure  of  17.7  for 
England  and  Wales. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  rose  a little  to  24.3  compared  with  the 
national  figure  of  18.9;  the  causes  are  given  on  page  12. 

The  death  rate  of  10.9  showed  an  increase  compared  with  9.3  for 
the  previous  year.  The  standardised  death  rate  of  14.7  exceeds  that  for 
England  and  Wales  which  is  11.7.  Heart  disease  and  cancer  continue  to 
be  the  most  important  causes  of  death  and  are  responsible  for  nearly 
sixty  per  cent  of  the  mortality.  The  commonest  cause  of  death  was 
Coronary  Thrombosis.  Heart  Diseases  accounted  for  39  male  and  52 
female  deaths.  Cancers  were  next  with  33  male  and  32  female  deaths. 

This  year  deaths  from  Cancer  of  the  Lungs  dropped  from  19  to  12. 
This  I am  certain,  is  in  part  due  to  the  fact  that  over  one  third  of 
Hebburn  is  now  smoke  controlled  and  I look  forward  to  an  even  better 
result  in  the  future  when  the  whole  area  has  clean  air.  Even  better 
results  would  obtain  if  people  smoked  less  cigarettes. 

The  Staff  changes  are  fully  reported  in  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector’s  report. 

As  this  is  my  fourth  Annual  Report  since  I was  appointed  in  July, 
1963,  I should  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  all  the  Councillors  and 
also  the  members  of  the  Council  staff  who  have  made  my  start  in  my  new 
environment  so  much  easier  by  their  help  and  co-operation. 

HUBERT  C.  WEIR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29418677 
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SECTION  A. 

Statistics  of  the  Area. 

A.  GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (excluding-  tidal  waters) — 1,563. 
Estimated  resident  population — 25,030. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses — 8,330. 

Number  of  Council  houses — 4,400. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  the  year — 95. 
Number  of  private  houses  erected  during  the  year — 8. 
Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1966 — £1,027,054. 
Estimated  Penny  Rate  Product,  1966/67 — £4,081. 


B.  PHYSICAL  ASM  D SOCIAL, 

1.  Description  ot  the  Area 

The  Urban  District  of  Hebburn  is  roughly  rectangular  in  shape.  Its 
West  and  North  boundaries  are  formed  by  the  bend  of  the  River  Tyne. 
In  the  East,  Hebburn  and  jarrow  have  a common  boundary  running 
approximately  north  and  south  from  the  river.  The  Southern  limit  of 
the  Urban  District  is  contiguous  with  Boldon  Urban  District,  the  eastern 
half  of  which  follows  the  line  of  the  Newcastle-Sunderland  main  line 
Railway. 

The  Newcastle-South  Shields  Railway  runs  through  the  District 
parallel  to  the  course  of  the  River  Tyne  enclosing  the  Shipbuilding  and 
repair  yards,  a large  Electric  Gear  and  other  works.  Other  Industries 
in  the  area  include  Engineering,  Chemical,  and  Paint  Works.  There  is 
a large  Coke  Works  in  the  Southern  part  of  the  Urban  District. 

(b)  Employment. 

Mr.  J.  Gillespie,  Manager  of  the  Employment  Exchange  has 
kindly  supplied  the  following  information  relating  to  Employment, 
Unemployment  and  Disablement : — 
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EMPLOYMENT. 


Main  industries  in  the  Area. 


Industry. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1.  Agriculture,  Mining  and 

Quarrying 

26 

4 

30 

M anuf actuiring  S industries 

2.  Engineering  and  Electrical  Goods 

9,131 

3,406 

12,537 

3.  Shipbuilding,  Repairing  and 
Marine  Engineering 

4,268 

177 

4,445 

4.  Metal  Manufacture 

1,361 

160 

1 ,521 

5.  Paper,  Printing  and  Publishing  ... 

6.  Chemicals  and  Allied  Industries  ... 

439 

541 

980 

805 

152 

957 

7.  Food,  Drink  and  Tobacco 

188 

177 

365 

8.  All  other  Manufacturing  ... 

1,315 

601 

1,916 

Total — All  Manufacturing 

17,507 

5,214 

22,721 

9.  Distributive  Trades 

576 

1,342 

1,918 

10.  Professional,  Scientific,  Insurance, 
Banking,  Finance 

485 

726 

1,211 

11.  Building  and  Construction 

1,392 

28 

1,420 

12.  Public  Administration 

499 

107 

606 

13.  Transport  and  Communication  ... 

423 

22 

445 

14.  Miscellaneous  Services 

406 

928 

1,334 

Total — All  Industries 

21,314 

8,371 

29,685 

GENERAL. 

The  level  of  employment,  in  the  manufacturing  industries  rose 
between  December  1965  and  September,  1966,  but  declined  in  October, 
November  and  December.  A survey  of  the  labour  forces  of  firms  employ- 
ing 98%  of  the  work-people  engaged  in  manufacturing  indicates  that  the 
September  figure  was  a post  war  high  and  that  the  increase  in  the 
numbers  of  persons  employed  in  these  industries  between  December, 
1965  and  September,  1966,  was  of  the  order  of  2%. 

The  decrease  between  September  and  December,  partly  caused  by 
the  closure  of  factories  on  the  Bede  Estate,  was  approximately  1.5%. 
These  months  also  saw  the  introduction  of  four  day  week  working  by  a 
number  of  firms  because  of  slackened  demand.  The  number  of  persons 
suspended  from  work  or  subject  to  four  day  working  during  the  final 
quarter  of  the  year  were  higher  than  at  any  time  since  February,  1963. 

A pleasing  feature  of  the  year  was  that  the  numbers  employed  in  the 
Ship  building  and  Ship  repairing  industries  gradually  increased  and  were 
greater  than  in  any  year  since  1959. 
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UNEMPLOYMENT. 


Unemployment  declined  from  February  to  the  lowest  post  war  total 
in  July  and  increased  in  October,  November  and  December. 


Males 

Females 

Total 

(a)  Lowest  total  recorded 

(11/7/66)  ...  227 

163 

390 

(Also  lowest  post 

war  figure) 

(b)  Highest  total  recorded  (14/2/66)  ...  612 

207 

819 

(c)  Average  during  year 

421 

217 

638 

(d)  Average  during  1965 

439 

236 

675 

(e)  Average  during  1964 

747 

397 

1,144 

REGISTERED  DISABLED 

PERSONS. 

The  following  number  of  persons  were  registered 

as  disabled  within 

the  meaning  of  the  Disabled  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1944  on  18th 

April,  1967. 

Men 

Women 

Surgical 

301 

36 

Medical 

290 

51 

Psychiatric 

25 

6 

Others  ... 

95 

19 

Totals 

711 

112 

Unemployed  Registered  Disabled  Persons  registered  for 

Employment  included  in  the  above  figures. 

Men 

Women 

Surgical 

14 

3 

Medical 

24 

5 

Psychiatric 

. . ...  3 

2 

Others  ... 

2 

1 

Totals 

43 

11 

10 


industrial!  Rehabilitation  and  Vocational  Training. 

During  1966,  12  men  completed  courses  of  rehabilitation,  and  14 
men  commenced  training  in  new  occupations  at  Government  Training 
Centres. 


Sickness  Morbidity. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  new  claims  of  sickness 
benefit  received  for  Jarrow  and  Hebburn  for  1966  : — 


January 

1,733 

February 

1,391 

March 

1,259 

April  ... 

1,239 

May 

1,292 

June 

1,161 

July  

1,100 

August 

1,245 

September 

1,125 

October 

1,750 

November 

1,325 

December 

1,204 

Total 

15,824 
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C.  EXTRACTS  FRO M VITAL  STATISTICS 

Population — Estimated  mid-year  25,030. 


Levs  Births:  M.  F 

Total  223  229 

Legitimate  211  217 

Illegitimate  12  12 

Birth  Rate  < 18.1 

Comparability  Factor  0.93 

Standardised  Birth  Rate  16.8 

Illegitimate  Live  Births 

(per  cent  of  total  live  births)  5.3% 

Still  Births: 

Total  7 5 

Legitimate  7 5 

Illegitimate  — — 

Rate  per  thousand  total  live  and  still 

births  25.9 

Rate  per  thousand  estimated  resident 

population  0.5 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births:  230  234 

Deaths : 

All  Causes  139  135 

Death  Rate  . 10.9 

Comparability  Factor  .....  1.34 

Standardised  Death  Rate  14.7 


Principal  Causes  of  Death. 


M.  F.  Total. 

Respiratory  Disease  23  11  34 

Cancer  (all  types)  32  31  63 

Heart  Disease  37  41  78 

Vascular  disease  of  the  Nervous  System  16  15  31 


Comparison  of  Vital  Statistics. 


England 
& Wales. 

Standardised 

Birth  Rate 

17.7 

Infant  Mortality 

18.9 

Still  Birth  Rate 

15.3 

Standardised 

Death  Rate 

11.7 

t Lowest  ever  recorded 


Total 

452 

428 

24 


12 

12 


464 


274 


% of  total 
Deaths. 

12.4 
23.0 

28.5 
11.3 


Hebburn 

16.8 

24.3 

25.9 

14.7 
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Infant  Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age;  M.  F.  Total 

Total  . 6 5 11 

Legitimate  4 5 9 

Illegitimate  2 — 2 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  ; 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  24.3 

Legitimate  infant  deaths 

per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  21.0 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths 

per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  83.3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age; 

Total  «...  3 5 8 

Legitimate  .... 2 5 7 

Illegitimate  1 — 1 


Neo-natal  Death  Rate. 

(i.e.  Infant  Deaths  under  4 weeks  per  1,000  live  births) 

17.7 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 week  of  age; 


Total  1 5 6 

Legitimate  , 1 5 6 

Illegitimate  — — — 


Early  Neo-nata!  Death  Rate 

(i.e.  Infant  Deaths  under  1 week  per  1,000  live  births) 

13.3 

Perinatal  Death  Rate 

(i.e.  stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week  combined 
per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births). 

38.8 


Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  ; 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  Nil. 

Number  of  Deaths  Nil. 

Causes  of  Infant  Deaths 

Prematurity  6 

Congenital  Deformity  2 

Infection  2 

Accident  1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  IU  HEBBURN  1966 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping'  Cough 
Meningococcal  infection 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung 
bronchus 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ... 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart 
disease 

Other  heart  diseases  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  & duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  & diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abor- 
tion 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide  ... 

Homicide  & operations  of  war 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

% of  Total 
Deaths. 

2 

— 

2 

.7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

I 

1 

.4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

.4 

10 

2 

12 

4.4 

12 

3 

15 

5.5 

— 

7 

7 

2.6 

— 

5 

5 

1.9 

10 

14 

24 

8.7 

1 

1 

2 

.7 

2 

3 

5 

1.8 

16 

15 

31 

11.3 

27 

27 

54 

19.7 

2 

2 

4 

1.5 

8 

12 

20 

7.3 

2 

11 

13 

4.7 

3 

1 

4 

1.5 

5 

2 

7 

2.6 

12 

7 

19 

6.9 

1 

1 

2 

.7 

2 

— 

2 

.7 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— . 

3 

— 

3 

1.1 

— - 

— 

2 



2 

.7 

12 

18 

30 

10.9 

3 

— 

3 

1.1 

2 

4 

6 

2.2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— - 

— 

139 

135 

274 

100.0 

All  causes 
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Vital  Statistics  of  Hebfeurrt  for  Previous  Years 


Year. 

Population. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate. 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate. 

1916 

23,060 

30.2 

15.6 

104 

1926 

26,190 

26.6 

11.8 

97 

1936 

22,939 

18.7 

13.3 

90.7 

1937 

22,700 

16.9 

12.7 

67.9 

1938 

22,950 

19.0 

11.7 

69.0 

1939 

23,490 

17.6 

12.0 

48.3 

1940 

21,770 

20.4 

14.3 

45.3 

1941 

22,200 

18.0 

15.5 

128.4 

1942 

21,950 

17.7 

13.1 

80 

1943 

21,760 

20.7 

13.7 

64 

1944 

22,290 

22.1 

13.8 

56 

1945 

22,250 

19.3 

11.5 

48 

1946 

22,780 

22.0 

12.8 

67.6 

1947 

22,750 

22.1 

12.3 

65.6 

1948 

22,990 

20.0 

10.8 

32.4 

1949 

23,050 

21.1 

10.6 

34.9 

1950 

22,990 

19.1 

11.5 

40.1 

1951 

23,140 

19.2 

11.7 

51.5 

1952 

23,100 

18.9 

10.9 

32.0 

1953 

23,440 

19.0 

10.7 

38.1 

1954 

23,480 

19.8 

10.2 

38.6 

1955 

23,570 

20.9 

10.2 

38.5 

1956 

23,720 

21.5 

11.2 

27.5 

1957 

23,880 

23.4 

11.9 

48.4 

1958 

23,970 

22.8 

10.6 

32.8 

1959 

24,170 

23.3 

11.6 

14.2 

1960 

24,290 

22.4 

10.5 

27.5 

1961 

24,980 

20.9 

10.1 

7.7 

1962 

25,020 

19.9 

11.7 

36.1 

1963 

25,050 

20.1 

12.1 

21.8 

1964 

25,110 

21.3 

10.6 

28.0 

1965 

25,070 

20.9 

9.3 

22.9 

1966 

25,030 

18.1 

10.9 

24.3 
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SECTION  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES 

1.  (a)  Staff  of  Health  Department. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

H.  C.  WEIR,  M . A . , M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H., 

M.R.S.H.,  F.R.I.P.H.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

P.  MILNE,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  & S.I.B.,  Cert  R.S.I. 

Meat  Inspection. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors. 

J.  HEMSLEY,  Cert.  P.H.I.E.B., 

Dip.  R.S.H.  Meat  Inspection^  Dip.  R.S.H. 
(Resigned  May,  1966).  Smoke  Inspection. 

R.  CARVER,  Cert.  P.H.I.E.B., 

Dip.  R.S.H.  Meat  Inspection,  Dip.  R.S.H. 
(Appointed  June,  1966).  Smoke  Inspection. 

Technical  Assistant. 

G.  T.  GRAHAM,  Dip.  P.H.I.E.B. 

Clerk. 

Mrs.  E.  WILSON. 

Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector. 

P.  COLLINS. 

1.  (b)  County  Council  Staff. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer. 

Dr.  L.  ROSS,  M.B.,  B.S. 

School  Dentist. 

J.  K.  CHRISTIE,  B.D.S. 

Dental  Receptionist. 

Miss  I.  STEPHENSON. 

School  Nurse. 

Mrs.  CARNEY,  S.R.N. 

Health  Visitors. 

Miss  M.  FALLON,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  H.V. 

Mrs.  WILKINSON,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  H.V. 

Miss  E.  JIRINDE,  S.R.N. , S.C.M.,  H.V. 

Clerk. 

Miss  M.  FUTERS. 
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District  Nurses. 

Mrs.  C.  JORLING,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  29  Witty  Avenue. 

Tel.  832384. 

Mrs.  M.  J.  PATTERSON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 

88  Cambridge  Avenue.  Tel.  832081. 

Midwives. 

Miss  L.  CHARLTON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  1 Wear  Road. 

Tel.  832538. 

Miss  V.  TWEDDELL,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

1 Beresford  Avenue.  Tel.  832118. 

Miss  M.  LYNCH,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. , 65  Jutland  Avenue. 

Tel.  832346. 

Home  Help  Organiser. 

Mrs.  E.  M.  MEREDITH,  16  Park  Terrace,  Dunston. 

Tel.  604304. 


2. 


Laboratory  Services. 


Pos. 

Neg. 

Total 

Sputum  

2 

— 

2 

Faeces  

34 

217 

251 

36 

217 

253 

3.  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Section  47 — Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons  in  Need  of  Care 

and  Attention. 

It  was  not  necessary  for  the  Council  to  take  any  action  under  this 
section.  During  the  year  a number  of  cases  were  investigated  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and,  where  necessary,  admission  to  Hospital 
or  Hostel  was  arranged,  or  the  services  of  a home  help  were  provided. 

Section  50 — Burial  or  Cremation  of  Dead. 

One  person  died  during  the  year  who  had  no  known  relatives  and 
burial  had  to  be  effected  by  the  Council. 

4.  REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  Transport  and  Cleansing  Superintendent  has  kindly  supplied 
the  following  information:  — 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

Number  of  houses  and  premises  from  which  refuse 

collected  9,003  plus  shops 

O ne  Dennis  Paxit  Refuse  Collector,  four  S.  & D.  Pakamatic  Refuse 
Collectors  and  one  Ford  3 ton  Tipper  carry  out  the  Refuse  and  Salvage 
collection. 
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House  Refuse  is  collected  once  weekly,  and  Trade  Refuse  on  an 
average  of  two  collection  per  week. 

Method  of  Refuse  Disposal — 100%  Controlled  Tipping. 

One  Bray  Tractor  Shovel  is  engaged  on  refuse  disposal  work  at 
the  tipping  site. 

The  tipping  site  is  suitably  distant  from  the  residential  area  and  the 
length  of  haul  is  approximately  two  miles. 


5.  STREET  CLEANSING. 

Mileage  of  Street  Cleansed  47.0 

Frequency  of  Cleansing  (a)  Three  to  six  times 

Weekly  20% 

(b)  Twice  Weekly  10% 

(c)  Once  Weekly  60% 

(d)  Less  than  Once  Weekly  10% 

Average  gully  cleansing  per  annum  8 


One  Karrier  Mechanical  Gully  Emptier,  one  Johnstone  Mechanical 
Suction  Sweeper  and  one  Glutton  Mechanical  Sweeper  are  engaged  on 
this  work. 


SALVAGE  COLLECTION. 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Waste  Paper,  etc 

67 

7 

3 

606 

4 

10 

67 

7 

3 

606 

4 

10 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  Refuse  during  the  Year  Ending 


31st  December,  1986. 

House  and  Trade  Refuse  (excluding  salvage)  9,395  tons 

Street  Sweepings  and  Gully  Sludge  1,150  tons 

Total  Refuse  disposed  of  at  the  tip  10,545  tons 

Total  salvage  collected  and  disposed  of  39  tons 

Total  10,584  tons 
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B.  LOCAL  HEALTH  AUTHORITY  SERVICES 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  Part  III,  the  Personal 
Health  Services  are  provided  by  Durham  County  Council  and  adminis- 
tered through  the  Area  Health  Sub-Committee  on  which  Hebburn 
U.D.C.  is  represented  by  five  members. 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AMD  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 


(Section  22) 

Ante- Natal. 

Sessions  Each  Wednesday  : All  Day. 

Alternate  Fridays  : Afternoon. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  expectant  mothers  who 
attended  the  Clinic,  and  the  number  of  visits  which  these  mothers  paid 


to  the  Clinic. 

Number  of  Mothers  410 

Attendances  2,003 


Post-Natal. 

Sessions  : Monthly — last  Wednesday  morning. 

Number  of  Mothers  attending  the  Clinic  on  one  or  more  occasions  25 
The  total  number  of  attendances  during  the  year  was  35 

Child  Welfare. 

Sessions:  Tuesday  and  Friday  mornings. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  infants  and  toddlers  who 
attended  the  Clinic,  and  the  number  of  attendances  of  these  children 
throughout  the  year. 


No 

. of  Children. 

Attendances. 

Under  1. 

1-2  yrs. 

2-5  yrs. 

Under  1. 

1-2  yrs. 

2-5  yrs. 

206 

222 

225 

1,642 

624 

328 

Artificial  Sun-Light  Clinic. 

Sessions  : Tuesday  and  Friday  1-30  p.m. — 3.30  p.m. 
48  mothers  and  children  attended  the  clinic  during  the  year 
The  total  number  of  attendances  during  the  year  was  565. 
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MIDWIFERY 

(Section  23) 

There  are  3 County  Midwives  in  Hebburn.  1 midwife  practices 
privately  in  the  area. 


During  the  year  they  attended  124  confinements,  which  represents 
26.7  per  cent  of  all  registered  live  and  still  births. 

Domiciliary  Confinements. 


Doctor. 

Booked. 

Not 

Booked. 

Analgesia 

Gas  and  Air.  Pethedine. 

Present  at  Delivery  

7 

— 

56  50 

Not  present  at  Delivery 

...  117 

• — - 

— — 

Total. . . 

...  124 

— 

56  50 

HEALTH  VISITS  N C 

(Section  24) 

Four  health  visitors  serve  the  Urban  District. 

The  following  domiciliary  visits  were  paid  during  1966:  — 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  4,498 

Tuberculosis  105 

Mental  Deficiency  85 

Schools  294 

General  Health  276 

Old  People  358 


5,616 


The  percentage  of  ineffective  visits  made  was  11.73. 


HOME  NURS9NC 

(Section  25) 


Two  whole-time  nurses  were  employed  during  the 

year. 

No.  of  cases 

Visits. 

Medical  

315 

5,066 

Surgical  

145 

2,551 

Tuberculosis  

4 

380 

Maternal  complications.. 

— 

— 

Others  

— 

76 

464 

8,073 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION, 

(Section  26). 

The  following-  tables  give  the  numbers  of  children  vaccinated  and 
immunised  at  the  Clinic  and  by  General  Practitioners  in  the  district:  — 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX. 


Vaccination. 

Re-vaccination. 

Under 
1 year 

1-4 

5-14 

15  & 

over 

Total 

1-14 

15  & 
over 

Total 

37 

156 

6 

i 

2 

201 

— 

— 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 


Primary  Immunisations. 

Re-inforcing  injections. 

Under 

1 year 

1-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

Total 

1-4 

years 

5-14 

years 

Total 

105 

297 

109 

511 

105 

264 

369 

WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION. 
(Given  either  singly  or  in  combination) 


Primary  Immunisations. 

Re-inforcing  injections. 

Under 
1 year 

1-4 

years 

5-16 

years 

Total 

1-4 

vears 

J 

5-16 

years 

Total 

103 

275 

7 

385 

9 

20 

29 

TETANUS  IMMUNISATION 
(Given  with  Diphtheria  or  Diphtheria/ Whooping  Cough) 


Primary  Immunisation. 

Re-inforcing  injections. 

Under 
1 year 

1-4 

years 

5-16 

years 

Total 

1-4 

years 

5-16 

years 

J 

Total 

105 

297 

111 

513 

105 

199 

304 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS 


The  table  below  sets  out  the  numbers  immunised  during  the  year  : — 


Full  Course  Oral 

Boosters 

Children  born  1966... 

36 

— 

Children  born  1965... 

202 

— 

Children  born  1964... 

40 

— 

Children  born  1963... 

14 

— - 

Children  born  1959/62 

24 

93 

Adults 

78 

- — . 

Totals 

394 

93 

3.C.C. 

VACCINATION 

a 

The  table  below  sets  out 
senior  schools  during  the  year 

the  numbers  of 

children  vaccinated  in 

Received 

Consents  Skin  Tests 

Negative  Reactors 
Positive  Reactors  Given  B.C.G. 

Absentees 

422  413 

83 

320 

10 

DETAILS  OF  POLIOMYELITIS  & DIPHTHERIA 
IMMUNISATION  CARRIED  OUT  IN  SCHOOLS  — 1986 


Full  Course  Diphtheria 

Booster  Diphtheria 

Booster 

Full  Course 

Booster 

& Tetanus 

& Tetanus 

Diphtheria 

oral  polio 

Polio 

84 

93 

64 

57 

189 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

(Section  27) 

The  Urban  District  is  served  by  the  Ambulance  Depot  at  Ushaw 
Road,  Hebburn. 

All  requests  for  ambulance  transport  should  be  made  to  the  Head- 
quarters Control,  Telephone  Durham  4488. 

The  Hebburn  depot  serves  the  population  in  the  Borough  of  Jarrow, 
the  Urban  districts  of  Felling,  Hebburn,  Boldon  and  Washington,  and 
part  of  Sunderland  Rural  District.  The  present  population  is  125,000 
persons  of  which  about  two-thirds  live  on  the  river  side  in  Jarrow, 
Hebburn  and  Felling. 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  year's  work  : — 


HEBBURN  DEPOT. 


Journeys. 

Persons  carried. 

Mileage 

Stretcher. 

Sitting. 

Total. 

10,460 

4,953 

32,893 

37,846 

202,979 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE,  AND  AFTER-CARE. 

(Section  28) 

Cases  discharged  from  hospital  and  requiring  after-care  are  treated 
by  home  nurses  or  supervised  and  advised  by  the  Health  Visitors.  Sick 
room  equipment  such  as  urine  bottles,  bed  pans,  bed  rests,  air  cushions, 
mattresses  and  rubber  sheeting  can  be  had  on  loan. 

During  the  year  139  persons  received  equipment  on  loan. 


23 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

(Section  29) 

No.  of  home  helps  employed  during-  the  year  ...  95 

No.  of  cases  attended  at  1st  January,  1966  ...  188 

No.  of  new  cases  provided  with  home  helps  ...  83 

Types  of  cases : — 

Old  Age  Pensioners  260 

Sickness  5 

Tuberculosis  1 

Maternity  5 

Total  ...  271 


No.  of  cases  attended  on  31st  December,  1966  191 

MENTAL  HEALTH  ACT,  1959 
Mentally  III. 

Formal  and  informal  admissions 
arranged  by  Mental  Welfare  Officers  34 

Mental  Sub-normality 

1.  Under  supervision  73 

2.  In  hospitals  35 

108 

Children  notified  during  the  year  as 

1.  Ineducable  2 

2.  Requiring  supervision  after  leaving 

school  — 


2 
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HOSPITAL  SERVICES 

The  local  hospital  services  are  administered  by  the  South  Shields 
District  Hospital  Management  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  New- 
castle Regional  Hospital  Board.  The  following  hospitals  serve  this 
area : — 


Hospital. 

Type. 

No.  of 

Beds. 

Departments. 

Clinics 

Ellison  Hall  Infy., 
Hebburn. 

General. 

27 

E.N.T. 

Casualty. 

General  Surgery. 

Hebburn  Hospital, 
Hebburn. 

Chronic  & 
Long  Term 
Sick. 

24 

Chronic  Sick. 

- 

Palmer  Memorial, 
Jarrow. 

General. 

30 

General  Surgery. 

Dermatology. 

Casualty. 

General  Surgery. 
Medical. 
Dermatology. 
Paediatrics 

Primrose  Hill, 
Jarrow. 

Chronic  & 
Long  Term 
Sick. 

24 

Chronic  Sick. 

Danesfield, 

Jarrow. 

Maternity. 

23 

Obstetrics. 

Ante-Natal. 

Infectious  Diseases  cases  are  admitted  to  Sheriff  Hill  Hospital, 
Gateshead,  and  Walkergate  Hospital,  Newcastle,  and  other  extensive 
hospital  facilities  are  available  in  South  Shields  and  Newcastle. 


CHEST  CLINIC 

The  Clinic  is  at  Stanhope  Road  South  Shields. 

Times  of  Clinics. 

Monday — 

9.30  a.m. — New  Patients  (Male). 

2.00  p.m. — Old  Patients  (Male). 

Tuesday — 

9.30  a.m. — Old  Patients. 

2.00  p.m. — Contacts  and  Children. 

Wednesday — 

9.30  a.m. — New  Patients  (Female). 

2.00  p.m. — Old  Patients  (Female). 

Friday — 

9.30  a.m. — 'New  and  Old  Patients. 

2.00  p.m. — Contacts  and  Children. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASE  CLINICS 

The  following-  number  of  patients  from  the  Hebburn  District  were 
treated  at  the  Newcastle  and  South  Shields  Clinics  during  1966. 


Syphilis 

M.  F. 

Gonorrhoea 

M.  F. 

Non-Venereal 
M.  F. 

Newcastle 

1 

— 

3 — 

17 

6 

South  Shields  ... 

— 

1 

— — 

8 

5 

1 

1 

3 — 

25 

11 

MASS  X-RAY. 

No.  2 Mass  Radiography  Unit  of  the  Newcastle  Regional  Board 
makes  frequent  visits  to  South  Tyneside. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  work  done  by  the  Unit  in 
the  district : — 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  Somner  for  the  following  statistics. 


Total 

Total 

No.  of 

Referred 

Notified 

Miniature 

Chest 

‘Active’ 

Films 

Clinic 

Clegwell  Secondary 

Modern  School 

946 

16 

— 

946  16 


CHIROPODY. 

A Chiropody  service  was  started  in  1964,  and  is  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Committee.  The  Chiropodist  appointed  in 
1965  was  Mr.  Downs,  who  attends  for  3 sessions  per  week  each  session 
being  3 hours.  During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1966,  441  patients 
had  been  seen  and  1,497  treatments  carried  out. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all  the  voluntary 
workers  for  their  assistance  during  the  year. 
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BLOOD  TRANSFUSION 

Mr.  G.  Tait  Hunter,  the  Regional  Organiser,  has  kindly  supplied 
details  of  the  donor  panels  and  the  sessions  in  Hebburn  during  the  year. 


Date  of  No.  of  Donors 

Sessions  attending. 


2nd  February 

69 

30th  March 

84 

8th  J une 

85 

27th  July 

71 

12th  October 

83 

21st  December  ... 

75 

Donor  Panel  at  31/12/66  378 

New  donors  bled  during  1966  ...  ...  38 


In  addition  to  the  above  General  Public  Sessions  the  service  has 
received  excellent  support  from  the  following  industrial  firms:  — 

Baker  Perkins  Ltd. 

The  Bushing  Co.  Ltd. 

A.  Reyrolle  & Co.  Ltd. 

Pyrotenax  Ltd. 


D.  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL. 

Nine  general  practitioners  serve  the  LJrban  District  from  their 
surgeries  in  the  town.  A number  of  Jarrow  Doctors  have  patients  in 
Hebburn  Urban  District. 

Dr.  J.  N.  Swainston 
Dr.  E.  M.  Norman 
Dr.  P.  L.  Norman 

Dr.  J.  H.  Phillips 
Dr.  S.  C.  Kar 

Dr.  N.  J.  Allan 
Dr.  J.  W.  Howe 

Dr.  A.  A.  Milligan 
Dr.  J.  Hardy 


) 


Tel.  832125 


Tel.  832133 


Tel.  832106 


Tel.  832593 
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SECTION  C. 

Report  of  the  IVIedicai  Officer  of  Health  on 
Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  and 

other  Diseases. 


The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  1966 
was  299  compared  with  243  during  the  previous  year.  This  increase  was 
accounted  for  by  a rise  in  Measles.  There  was  an  increase  in  the  numbers 
of  other  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  and  it  is  pleasing 
to  be  able  to  record  yet  another  year  with  a complete  absence  of 
Poliomyelitis. 

MEASLES. 

The  usual  biennial  epidemic  pattern  was  maintained  as  expected, 
there  being  231  cases  compared  with  202  during  the  previous  year.  The 
majority  of  the  cases  occurred  in  the  second  half  of  the  year. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  were  4 cases  of  this  disease  notified  during  the  year.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  that  this  disease  tends,  usually,  to  be  of  such  a mild  nature, 
that  it  may  well  pass  almost  unrecognised  and  without  receiving,  or 
indeed  requiring,  medical  attention. 

WHOOPING  COUCH. 

The  incidence  of  this  disease  continued  at  a satisfactory  low  level 
with  28  cases  notified  during  the  year.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the 
value  of  immunisation  which  is  offered  both  by  local  general  practitioners 
and  also  at  the  local  authority  clinic. 

DYSENTERY. 

Once  again  this  distressing  complaint  made  itself  known  in  the  area. 
There  were  10  cases.  Although  this  is  quite  a small  number  there  is  no 
doubt  quite  a large  dormant  infection  among  the  population  which  may 
break  out  at  any  time.  Personal  Hygiene  must  therefore  be  our  watch- 
word. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

There  were  2 cases  of  Food  Poisoning  notified  during  the  year.  I 
must  again  impress  on  the  public  the  necessity  for  strict  personal 
hygiene,  and  on  the  food  handlers,  that  constant  guard  against  con- 
tamination of  edible  articles  must  be  maintained. 
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POLIOMYELITIS. 

Once  again,  there  were  no  cases  of  this  disease  notified  during  the 
year.  Although,  in  the  absence  of  cases,  there  continues  to  be  apathy 
amongst  adults  with  regard  to  immunisation,  the  proportion  of  children 
vaccinated  is  fairly  satisfactory,  and  was  further  improved  with  the 
advent  of  oral  vaccine  which  is  so  simply  administered.  This  disease  is  no 
longer  one  of  childhood  and  now  attacks  young  people  and  adults  with 
increasing  frequency.  These  older  people  are  more  likely  to  be  affected 
by  the  paralytic  type  and  I must,  therefore,  impress  on  them  the  benefits 
of  protection  to  be  acquired  by  oral  immunisation. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  showed  a slight  decrease 
with  13  cases  notified  during  1966  compared  with  18  during  the  previous 

year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS,  1966. 


Age 

Periods 

New 

Case^- 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 

— 

1 to  5 

— 

2 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

6 to  15 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

16  to  25 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

26  to  35 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

36  to  45 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

46  to  55 

J 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 



— 

56  to  64 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

■ — - 

65  and 
Over 

— - 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

7 

6 

1 

— 

2 

i 

- — 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  table  below  shows  the  incidence  of  new  cases  and  of  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  over  the  last  20  years. 


Year. 

Population 

Respiratory 

All  Types 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

1946 

22,780 

37 

16 

43 

22 

1947 

22,750 

36 

19 

39 

19 

1948 

22,990 

52 

20 

61 

25 

1949 

23,050 

51 

17 

55 

18 

1950 

22,990 

45 

15 

50 

15 

1951 

23,140 

39 

14 

46 

16 

1952 

23,100 

52 

9 

58 

11 

1953 

23,440 

55 

6 

60 

6 

1954 

23,480 

45 

4 

47 

4 

1955 

23,570 

38 

3 

42 

4 

1956 

23,720 

46 

2 

52 

2 

1957 

23,880  ^ 

45 

2 

52 

2 

1958 

23,970 

39 

2 

46 

3 

1959 

24,170 

37 

3 

38 

3 

1960 

24,290 

31 

2 

34 

2 

1961 

24,980 

30 

3 

32 

3 

1962 

25,020 

27 

4 

31 

5 

1963 

25,050 

23 

1 

26 

1 

1964 

25,110 

13 

1 

16 

1 

1965 

25,070 

18 

3 

20 

3 

1966 

25,030 

13 

2 

14 

| 

2 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  — CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  1988 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES:  Age  Incidence,  Wards,  Hospital  Treatment. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR. 

Health  Department, 
Hebburn. 


I have  pleasure  in  submitting-  my  report  on  the  work  of  the  public 
health  inspection  service  for  1966. 

Mr.  J.  Hemsley  left  during-  the  year  to  take  up  an  appointment  with 
another  authority  and  Mr.  Carver  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  Mr. 
G.  Graham  passed  his  qualifying-  examination  before  his  twentieth  birth- 
day, and  was  appointed  as  a Technical  Assistant  until  he  received  his 
diploma  on  reaching-  the  ag-e  of  twenty  one  years.  Mr.  P.  Collins  was 
subsequently  appointed  as  pupil  public  health  inspector. 

During  the  year  Mrs.  J.  Stark  was  appointed  as  Shorthand/Typist 
to  enable  Mrs.  Wilson  to  devote  all  her  time  to  the  considerable  amount 
of  clerical  work  arising  from  slum  clearance,  smoke  control,  offices  and 
shops,  etc. 

The  tempo  of  work  in  connection  with  slum  clearance  and  smoke 
control  was  maintained.  The  confirmation  of  the  Clearance  xAreas  in 
Hebburn  Quay  completed  the  largest  single  clearance  operation  under- 
taken by  Hebburn  Council.  Nevertheless,  a considerable  programme  of 
work  in  this  direction  still  lies  ahead.  In  smoke  control  work,  the  Council 
is  in  the  forefront  of  the  battle  for  cleaner  air  in  the  North-east,  and  has 
every  reason  to  be  proud  of  its  record  in  this  field. 

I would  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 
the  Health  Committee  and  to  all  the  Department’s  staff  and  other  Officers 
for  their  support  during  the  year. 

P.  MILNE, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SECTIOM  D. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 


Water  Supply. 

Water  is  supplied  to  the  district  by  the  Sunderland  and  South 
Shields  Water  Company,  augmented  when  necessary  by  a supply  from 
the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company. 

The  fluoride  content  of  the  water  continues  to  be  as  in  previous 
years.  There  is  no  tendancy  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 

The  water  is  bacteriologically  satisfactory  and  no  complaints  were 
received  regarding  its  quality. 

A burst  in  the  main  supplying  the  town  occurred  in  October  and  it 
was  necessary  to  take  certain  measures,  in  co-operation  with  the  police 
to  inform  the  public,  hospitals  and  industry.  Emergency  supplies  were 
made  available  and  the  supply  was  restored  within  24  hours. 

There  are  8,330  dwelling-houses  in  the  town,  all  of  which  are 
supplied  from  public  mains. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  district. 

Simpson’s  Hotel  continues  to  operate  as  a workingmens’  hostel  and 
reception  centre  for  foreign  seamen  in  transit  to  vessels.  The  modern- 
isation and  improvement  of  the  premises  was  completed  during  the  year. 

Sanitary  Accommodation. 

There  are  9,136  water  closets  in  the  area  which  is  now  entirely 
served  by  a water  carriage  system. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  system  by  which  all  untreated 
sewage  from  Hebburn  is  discharged  direct  into  the  River  Tyne. 

Although  this  method  of  disposal  is  aesthetically  offensive,  no  proof 
has  yet  been  forthcoming  that  public  health  generally  is  endangered. 
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SUM  M ARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS  BY 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS. 


Public  Health  Acts 

Drainage  and  sewerage  46 

Nuisances  432 

Infectious  diseases  173 

Refuse  storage  and  disposal  20 

Sanitary  accommodation  10 

Disinfection  3 

Verminous  or  dirty  premises  11 

Water  supply  13 

Keeping  of  animals  2 

Noise  abatement  49 

Housing  Acts 

Clearance  areas  438 

Individual  unfit  houses  11 

Housing  survey  43 

Improvement  grants  81 

Houses-let-in-lodgings  2 

Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Food  inspections  67 

Food  premises  80 

Canteens  7 

Ice  cream  3 

Milk  and  dairies  3 

Public  houses  and  clubs  43 

Mobile  shops,  vans,  etc 15 

Hotels  and  hostels  8 

Retail  shops  35 

Food  complaints  5 

Clean  Air  Act 

Inspections  and  observations  143 

Smoke  control  areas  121 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises 

General  inspections  77 

Accidents  8 

Factories  Acts 

Factories  with  power  20 

Factories  without  power  — 

Outworkers  1 
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Prevention  of  Damoge  by  Pests  Act 


Rodent  infestations  24 

Other  infestations  10 

Other  inspections  and  Visits 

Council  houses  31 

Miscellaneous  23 


2,058 


435  Complaints  were  received  for  various  reasons. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  our  Rodent  Operator  Mr.  J.  Smith, 
together  with  other  disinfestation  and  disinfection  duties. 

A free  service  is  provided  for  householders,  but  a charge  is  made 
for  business  premises. 

Two  maintenance  treatments  of  the  town’s  sewers  were  carried  out 
during  the  year  and  a low  degree  of  rat  infestation  was  found. 
Infestation  was  also  minimal  around  the  refuse  tip  and  this  satisfactory 
state  of  affairs  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  regular  attention  which  this 
section  of  our  work  now  receives  by  the  employment  of  a full-time 
operator. 

The  following  visits  and  inspections  were  made  during  the  year:  — 


No.  of  visits  and  inspections  529 

No.  of  treatments  to  dwelling  houses  138 

No.  of  treatments  to  business  premises  19 

No.  of  treatments  to  local  authority  installations 

including  refuse  tips  46 


Other  Vermin  and  Insect  Pests 

Domestic  premises  are  treated  free  of  charge  wherever  infestations 
are  found,  and  118  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose. 
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FACTORIES  ACT 
Inspections 

The  following-  inspections  of  factories  were  made  during  the  year  : — 


Premises. 

Number  on 
Register. 

Inspections 

Notices. 

Writtten 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec- 
tions 1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  

8 

pi)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  

47 

20 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Auth- 
ority (excluding  out- 
workers premises)  ... 

12 

Total 

67 

20 

— 

— 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  defects  found  in  course  of  inspection  : — 
Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars. 
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Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l)  

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3)  

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4)  \ 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6).. 
Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) — 

(a)  insufficient  

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective  

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes  

Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 

including  offences  relating  to 
Outwork  


Total  ... 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


(a)  Smoke  Control  Areas. 

Two  new  Orders  (Nos.  7 and  8)  were  made  during-  the  year:  — 

No.  7.  Part  of  the  Monkton  Estate  lying  in  the  Monkton  Ward 
and  containing  883  Council  and  26  private  houses  and  15 
commercial  and  other  premises. 

No.  8.  An  area  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  town  containing  136 
private  houses  and  21  commercial  and  industrial  premises. 
It  also  includes  a Council  housing  development  with  an  oil 
fired  district  heating  scheme. 

The  Monkton  Estate  area  is  a continuation  of  the  Council’s  policy  of 
installing  modern  heating  systems  in  its  post-war  houses.  Tenants  are 
given  the  choice  of  gas  or  solid  fuel  heating  with  an  appropriate  rent 
increase,  and  the  scheme  has  met  with  an  enthusiastic  reception. 

All  new  Council  dwellings  are  fitted  with  approved  heating 
appliances,  and  the  Building  Regulations,  1965  require  all  new  private 
development  to  be  similarly  fitted. 

The  following  Orders  have  been  made  in  Hebburn  since  the  inception 
of  smoke  control  under  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956  : — 


Order 

Date 

Made 

Date  of 
Con- 
firmation 

Date  of 
Operation 

Number  of 
Houses 

Number  of 
Other 
Premises 

Acreage 

No.  1 

17/11/59 

26/2/60 

1/9/60 

51 

80 

22 

No.  2 

21/2/61 

24/7/61 

1/4/62 

891 

140 

382 

No.  3 

20/6/61 

8/12/61 

1/9/62 

420 

8 

152 

Joint 

31/5/65 

21/6/66 

1/7/67 

10 

— - 

2.3 

No.  4 

23/9/65 

29/7/66 

1/7/67 

306 

7 

70 

No.  5 

23/12/65 

5/12/66 

1/7/67 

4* 

2 

250.7 

No.  6 

23/12/65 

9/12/66 

1/7/67 

253 

3 

27 

No.  7 

21/7/66 

16/2/67 

1/10/67 

909 

15 

87.6 

No.  8 

22/9/66 

136* 

21 

121 

2,980 

276 

1,114.6 

* The  number  of  houses  in  these  areas  will  be  substantially  increased 
by  present  development. 

I think  it  worth  noting  that  some  72%  of  the  area  of  Hebburn  is 
covered  by  smoke  control  and  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  represents 
some  36%. 

1974  is  the  target  year  for  completion  of  our  smoke  control  pro- 
gramme, as  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Cxovern- 
ment. 
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There  are  some  3,500  houses  not  yet  covered  (excluding-  those  in 
potential  clearance  areas)  and  to  achieve  this  target,  about  500  houses  per 
year  would  have  to  be  dealt  with  over  the  next  seven  years.  Rather  more 
than  half  of  these  are  Council-owned,  and  although  this  is  a considerable 
task  it  is  not  an  impossible  one,  bearing  in  mind  what  has  already  been 
achieved  over  the  past  seven  years. 

(b)  Measurement  of  Pollution. 

Air  pollution  monitoring  continued  to  be  made  by  means  of  the 
volumetric  sulphur  dioxide  and  smoke  filter  apparatus  situated  at  the 
Health  Department  in  Coquet  Street  and  a table  is  given  below  showing 
the  monthly  readings  : — 


MONTH 

SULPHUR 

M.A. 

DIOXIDE 

H.D. 

M.A. 

SMOKE 

H.D. 

January  

304 

568 

353 

725 

February  

287 

735 

387 

982 

March  

170 

291 

179 

326 

April  

117 

277 

208 

277 

May  

141 

240 

101 

178 

|une  

131 

265 

340 

530 

July  

103 

176 

270 

520 

August  

124 

200 

76 

177 

September 

155 

255 

125 

290 

October  

215 

325 

165 

297 

November  .... 

270 

600 

223 

550 

December 

265 

640 

250 

1260 

M.A. — Monthly  average  in  micrograms  per  cubic  metre. 
H.D. — H ighest  daily  in  micrograms  per  cubic  metre. 


(c)  Industrial  Pollution 

There  has  been  little  change  in  the  general  level  of  air  pollution  from 
industrial  sources  during  the  year.  Complaints  were  received  of  pollution 
from  a paint  works  and  a slag  heap  where  the  material  is  being 
recovered  for  road  making  purposes.  Representations  were  made  to  the 
firms  concerned  and  these  are  being  actively  followed  up. 

Noise  Abatement 

It  was  not  necessary  to  invoke  the  powers  of  the  Noise  Abatement 
Act,  1960. 

One  complaint  of  noise  was  dealt  with,  this  relating  to  noise  from 
pneumatic  chisels  in  an  engineering  works  during  night  work.  Suitable 
measures  were  taken  by  the  management  which  resulted  in  a diminution 
of  the  noise. 
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SECTION  E. 

Housing. 


New  Houses 


Houses  Completed 

During  the  Year. 

With  State 
Assistance. 

Unaided 

Total. 

(a)  By  Local  Authority 

95 

— 

95 

(b)  By  any  other  Housing  Authority 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  By  private  persons 

— 

8 

8 

95 

8 

103 

There  were  8,330  inhabited  houses  in  Hebburn  at  the  end  of  1966. 


Housing  Repair. 

126  Informal  notices  were  served  compared  with  96  during  the 
previous  year.  The  number  of  statutory  notices  served  was  47  as  against 
32  in  1965. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  for  non-com- 
pliance of  statutory  notices  during  the  year. 


H ousing  I mprovement 

Applications  for  improvement  grants  are  jointly  dealt  with  by  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  and  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

The  following  applications,  all  of  which  relate  to  separate  houses 


were  dealt  with  : — 

Discretionary  Standard 

Grants  Grants 

Applications  received  ...  ...  2 32 

Applications  approved  ...  ...  — 11 

Applications  refused  or  not 

proceeded  with  ...  ...  2 1 
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Clearance  Areas 

Two  public  enquiries  were  held  during-  the  year  in  respect  of  Quays 
Nos.  22,  23,  24  and  25  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders,  involving  425 
dwelling-houses  and  other  premises.  The  Orders  were  subsequently  con- 
firmed by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  with  the 
exception  of  one  minor  modification  relating  to  a shop. 

Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  were  also  made  covering  three  small 
areas  in  Prince  Consort  Road  consisting  of  24  houses  and  fiats  and  two 
plots  of  land.  A number  of  objections  by  owners  were  later  withdrawn 
and  the  Orders  were  confirmed  by  the  Minister  without  modification. 

The  Health  Committee  on  the  6th  September,  1966  resolved  to  pro- 
ceed by  way  of  compulsory  purchase  orders  with  an  area  in  Hebburn 
Quay  lying  between  Argyle  and  Lyon  Streets  containing  104  houses  and 
fiats  and  17  other  properties. 

A survey  has  commenced  of  further  areas  in  the  Newtown  con- 
taining 147  houses  and  flats  and  6 shops  and  other  premises. 

Houses  Demolished  or  Closed. 

Number  of  houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas 

or  as  a result  of  other  formal  procedure  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  houses  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  unfit  houses  in  temporary  use  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  houses  purchased  by  agreement  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as 

dwellings  as  a result  of  informal  action  ...  ...  ...  — 

“Our  Older  Homes  — A Call  for  Action’’ 

The  report  of  the  Standards  of  Fitness  Sub-Committee  of  the 
Central  Housing  Advisory  Committee  was  issued  during  the  year.  It 
covered  the  wide  field  of  older  houses  and  their  environment  and  made 
various  recommendations  and  proposals  which,  if  adopted,  could  set 
the  pattern  for  future  clearance  and  improvement  programmes  until 
possibly  the  turn  of  the  century. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  conclusions  and  recommenda- 
tions : — 

1.  Revision  of  the  exising  condemnatory  standard  which  is  the 
minimum  unfitness  standard  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Additional  items  which  should  be  covered  are  : 

(a)  provision  of  adequate  artificial  lighting; 

(b)  bad  internal  arrangement ; 

(c)  access  to  W.C.  to  be  under  cover; 

(d)  proper  drainer  to  sink. 
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2.  Environment  of  houses  is  to  be  taken  into  aceount  such  as  bad 
conditions  due  to  noise  (including-  traffic  noise),  dirt,  dust, 
smoke  or  fumes. 

3.  The  full  habitable  (discretionary  grant)  standard  is  to  be 
increased  to  18  points  instead  of  the  present  12. 

Houses  which  may  stand  for  some  years  but  cannot  be  impro- 
ved to  the  full  standard,  to  be  categorised  as  follows  : 

5 — point  scale  (standard  grant) ; 

3 — point  scale  (reduced  grant). 

4.  Targets  are  to  be  set  for  getting  rid  of  all  houses  unfit  by  the 
present  standard.  If  a local  authority  cannot  clear  them  within 
7 years,  they  should  start  a policy  of  “acquire  and  patch”  for 
those  with  a life  of  7 to  15  years. 

If  a local  authority  cannot  deal  with  their  problem  within  7 
years,  they  must  justify  their  programmes  to  the  Minister. 

5.  Various  proposals  are  made  for  strengthening  the  law  for 
securing  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  all  existing  houses, 
regardless  of  tenure,  ownership  or  age. 

6.  Local  Authorities  must  keep  their  housing  conditions  contin- 
ually under  review,  and  reports  are  likely  to  be  called  for  at 
regular  intervals.  This  could  place  a large  burden  on  the  public 
health  staff  of  local  authorities,  many  of  which  are  already 
short-staffed. 

7.  Recommendations  are  also  made  regarding  the  use  of  Ministry 
professional  services  and  assistance  such  as  is  provided  by 
architects  at  present  in  connection  with  new  housing  projects. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  is 
taking  this  report  very  seriously,  for  a national  house-condition  survey 
in  selected  areas  is  already  planned  for  the  early  part  of  1967. 

Hebburn  is  one  of  those  local  authorities  shown  in  the  report  to 
have  20%  or  more  of  its  dwellings  classed  as  unfit. 

In  order  to  keep  pace  with  the  very  large  programme  of  house 
building  in  Hebburn  during  the  next  few  years,  it  is  imperative  that  an 
acceleration  of  slum  clearance  work  takes  place,  and  that  sufficient  staff 
are  available  for  this  purpose. 
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SECTION  F. 


inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 
and  Food  Premises. 


M ilk 

There  are  no  milk  producers  in  the  town,  all  milk  being  processed, 
bottled  and  distributed  by  outside  firms. 

The  bacterial  quality  of  milk  is  mainly  supervised  by  the  County 
Health  Inspector  who  furnishes  to  this  Department  a monthly  statement 
of  milk  samples  taken  in  Hebburn. 


The  results  of  these  samples  for  1966  were  as  follows  : — 


Pasteurised  IVI  ilk  s — 

Methylene  Blue  Test 
Phosphatase  Test 

Sterilised  Milk: — 

Turbidity  Test  

Untreated  Milk: — 

Antibiotic  Test  


No.  of  Samples 

Tested 

26 

26 


24 


Result  of  Tests 
Passed  Failed 

24  2 

26  — 


24 


All  samples  were  negative  for  Tuberculosis  and  Brucella  Abortus. 

Supplementary  samples  are  occasionally  taken  by  this  Department 
for  various  reasons. 

Ice  Cream 

There  are  64  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream,  but  no 
manufacturers. 

Owing  to  pressure  of  work  in  other  directions  it  was  not  possible  to 
take  any  samples  of  ice-cream  for  bacteriologocal  examination.  This  is 
to  be  regretted,  as  ice-cream  is  now  widely  consumed  and  enjoyed  by 
people  of  all  ages  and  it  is  important  that  public  health  control  of  this 
food  is  maintained  at  all  stages  of  its  manufacture  and  sale. 

Artificial  Cream 

There  are  no  manufacturers  in  the  town. 


Meat 

There  are  no  slaughterhouses  in  Hebburn,  all  meat  supplies  being 
obtained  from  wholesalers,  chiefly  in  Newcastle.  There  are  no  licensed 
slaughtermen. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955. 

Unsound  Food. 

The  following-  foodstuffs  were  found  unfit  for  human  consumption 
during  the  year  : — 

cwts.  lbs. 


Meat  at  retail  shops  1 9 

Canned  meats  1 22 

Fish  . 3 

Fruit  and  vegetables  76 

Other  foods  6 


Total  3 4 


Complaints  were  received  regarding  the  following  articles  of  food 
and  drink:  — 

1.  Cake — mould  formation; 

2.  Fruit  tart — metal  fragment; 

3.  Fly  in  pint  of  milk; 

4.  Meat  pie — mould  formation  ; 

5.  Marshmallow  biscuit — mould  formation  ; 

6.  Sarsaparilla  drink — containing  wood  and  glass; 

7.  Brown  bread — mould  formation. 

The  increasing  number  of  complaints  of  mouldy  food  shows  a 
tendency  by  retailers  to  retain  certain  short  life  foods  beyond  their 
accepted  life  under  unsuitable  storage  conditions.  This  is  usually  due  to 
failure  of  the  staff  to  rotate  stock,  but  in  one  instance  (No.  7)  newly 
baked  bread  had  been  cellophane-wrapped  by  the  manufacturer  whilst  it 
was  still  warm. 

Warning  letters  were  issued  wherever  necessary,  no  legal  pro- 
ceedings being  taken  during  the  year. 
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The  Food  Hygiene  (Genera!)  Regulations,  1960. 

199  visits  were  made  to  premises  where  food  and  drink  is  prepared, 
handled  or  sold.  This  is  equivalent  to  barely  one  visit  per  food  business 
per  year  which  in  my  opinion  is  not  sufficient  to  ensure  that  good  hygiene 
standards  are  maintained.  This  again  is  a matter  of  rationing  out 
inspectors’  time  against  other  urg'ent  duties. 

The  emergence  of  the  new  shopping  centre  as  a focal  point  of  business 
in  the  town  has  led  to  a much  improved  standard  of  food  premises.  In  this 
connection  I am  pleased  to  report  that  as  a result  of  co-operation  with 
the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  all  planning  applications  received  by  him  for 
new  shops  or  shop  alterations  are  passed  to  me  for  inspection  and 
comment.  This  arrangement  includes  not  only  all  shops,  regardless  of 
the  type  of  business  but  also  factories,  offices,  etc.,  and  has  proved 
extremely  useful  to  architects,  builders  and  owners  by  ensuring  that 
their  premises  will,  when  completed,  meet  all  statutory  requirements. 


Licensed  Premises. 

A survey  of  all  public  houses  and  licensed  clubs  was  completed 
during  the  year. 

Within  the  Hebburn  area  there  are  23  licensed  premises  comprising 
i2  public  houses,  10  clubs  and  1 hotel.  Only  9 premises  completely 
satisfied  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960. 

The  defects  found  included  poor  decoration,  various  items  of 
structural  disrepair,  soa'kage  of  sub-soil  water  into  cellars,  inadequate 
hand  washing  facilities  for  staff  and  unsuitable  sanitary  accommodation. 

There  was  no  marked  difference  in  the  overall  standard  between 
public  houses  and  clubs,  the  better  and  poorer  premises  being  found 
among  both. 

Generally  speaking,  the  washing  and  sterilisation  of  glasses  and  the 
cleansing  and  sterilising  of  pipes  to  beer  engines  was  satisfactory.  It 
would  seem  that  the  vogue  of  a few  years  ago  to  instal  glass  washing 
machines  has  been  replaced  by  the  use  of  washing  bowls,  detergent  and 
sterilisant. 

Ventilation  of  bars  and  public  rooms  was  generally  good. 

Informal  notices  were  served  where  deficiencies  and  defects  were 
found  and  these  were  dealt  with  bv  the  owners. 

J 


45 


Food  Premises 

The  number  and  type  of  food  premises  in  the  area,  together  with 


details  of  washing  facilities, 

are  as 

follows  : — 

Type  of  Business 

No.  of 
premises 

No.  com- 
plying with 
Reg.  16 
(Wash- 
hand  basins) 

No.  to 
which  Reg. 
19  applies 

No.  com- 
plying with 
Reg.  19 
(Facilities 
for  washing 
food  & 
equipment) 

Bakers  & Confectioners  ... 

7 

7 

2 

2 

Butchers 

9 

9 

9 

9 

Pork  Butchers 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Restaurants  and 

Snack  Bars 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Industrial  Canteens 

16 

16 

16 

16 

Community  and  Church 

Halls  

14 

13 

4 

2 

Wet  fish  & poultry  dealers 

3 

3 

3 

3 

Fried  fish  dealers  .... 

6 

6 

6 

6 

General  dealers 

71 

71 

45 

20 

Greengrocers 

7 

7 

7 

5 

Grocery  & provision  dealers 

20 

20 

20 

14 

Hotels  & public  houses  ... 

13 

9 

10 

13 

Hospitals 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Clubs — licensed 

10 

5 

10 

10 

Clubs — other 

1 

1 

— 

— - 

Nursery  schools 

2 

2 

2 

2 

River  ferryboats  . ., 

1 

— 

— _ 

— 

School  kitchens 

1 

1 

1 

1 

School  meals  centres 

7 

7 

2 

2 

Social  service  centre 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Sports  grounds 

3 

3 

3 

— 

201 

190 

150 

115 
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APPENDIX  I 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1983. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  TO  LOCAL  AUTHORITY 


The  following  details  were  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Labour  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Section  60  of  the  Act  : — 


Table  A — Registration  and  General  Inspections— 


d 

Class  of  premises 
(1) 

No.  of 
premises 
registered 
luring  the 
vear 

(2) 

Total  No.  of 
registered 
premises 
at  end  of 
year 

(3) 

No.  of  registered 
premises  receiving 
a general 
inspection  during 
the  year 

(4) 

Offices 

8 

26 

— 

Retail  shops 

2 

118 

48 

Wholesale  shops, 
warehouses 

— 

— 

— 

Catering  establishments  open 
to  the  public,  canteens... 

1 

13 

13 

Fuel  storage  Depots 

— * 

— 

— 

Totals 

11 

157 

61 

Table  B — Number  of  Visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered 
Premises : — 


85 
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Table  C — Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by 

Workplace : — 


Class  of  Workplace 

(1) 

No.  of  persons  employed 
(2) 

Offices 

102 

Retail  shops 

432 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

— 

Catering  establishments  open  to  public 

134 

Canteens 

— 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

— 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  668 

Total  Males  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  196 

Total  Females  ...  ...  ...  ...  472 


Table  O — Exemptions: — 

NIL. 


Table  E — Prosecutions: — 

NIL. 


Table  F — Inspectors: — 

No.  of  inspectors  appointed  under 

Section  52(1)  o<r  (3)  of  the  Act  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  other  staff  employed  for  most  of  their 

time  on  work  in  connection  with  the  Act  ...  None 


Accidents 

12  accidents  were  reported  by  employers  during-  the  year,  none  of 
which  were  fatal.  7 of  these  accidents  were  of  such  a nature  as  to 
warrant  investigation,  and  advice  was  given  where  necessary. 


* 


i 

. 


